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The Semi Annual General Meeting of the Manitoba Senior Slo-Pitch Tournament League 
(MSSTL) was held,  April 20, 2016 at 11 am at ANAVETS #283. 

 
Wednesday, April 20, 2016 

Teams in attendance: Anola, Bartons Bunch, Manitoba Coyotes, Charleswood Hawks, 
Charleswood Prime Time, Dauphin MCs, Eastman, Flashback  55's, Flashback Stealers, 
Flashback 65's,  Manitoba Classics, Lee River Harvesters, Portage Agri-Sales, Selkirik, St. James 
Ichabods, Tri-Clad Design, Westlake Brewers, Winnipeg South Bees, Winnipeg South Legends, 
Winnipeg South Night Owls 
 
MSSTL Executive in attendance: Les Newman, Ross MacIver, Fred Bobrowski, Ted Knight, 
Orest Strzelbicki, Henry Rosentreter 
 
Guests in attendance: Karyn Heidrick (ALCOA) , Don Klym (Softball MB), Mike Fennessy 
(Softball MB), Marshall Shuster (Blumberg) 
 
The Semi Annual General Meeting of the Manitoba Senior Slo-Pitch Tournament League 
Meeting was called to order at 11:15 am.  
 
Agenda Review and Approval 
President Newman indicated changes to the 2016 Agenda included dates for the 1) Minutes of 
the Annual General Meeting - September 2015, 2) Financial Statement - September 2015 to 
April 2016 and the addition of 3) the ALCOA games report. 
 
Annual Business 
1) Motion to approve the Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting - Gerry Miller 
Seconded - Al Sharpe,  CARRIED. 
 
2) Donna Gobeil was not in attendance and is resigning from the position of Treasurer.  The 
Treasurer's Report (attached) indicated 2015 MSSTL Total Revenues of $10,784.40 and Total 
Dispersions of $10,634.80.  The current bank balance (as of April 21, 2016) is $988.01.  Sig 
Schroeder has agreed to become the incoming MSSTL Treasurer. 
 
Motion to accept Financial Statement - Boyd Kramble 
Seconded - Fred Bobrowski,  CARRIED. 
 
3) ALCOA Games Report 
Karyn Heidrick indicated that the ALCOA games are scheduled for June 14 - 16 in Brandon 
Manitoba. Four diamonds located at the Simplot Complex have been assigned to the Slo-Pitch 
event.  Team registration deadline is May 20 with a fee of $300/team.  ALCOA Brochures and  
Registration applications were distributed.  Karen also indicated that the Canada 55+ games 
are scheduled for August 15 - 20 in Brampton, Ontario. Karen can be contacted at 204-261-
9257 and manitoba55plusgames@gmail.com.  President Newman thanked Karen for her 
presentation. 
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4) President's Report 
President Newman indicated that Canad Inns will no longer be participating in the MSSTL.  Les 
also suggested that the MSSTL was looking to develop 1) a reporting mechanism for Teams' 
wins and losses and 2) a website. 
 
5) Softball Manitoba Report 
Don Klym, representing Softball Manitoba (SMB), provided an Information Handbook for all 
teams in attendance. Don indicated that SMB Registration will again be electronic and 
encouraged teams to include up to 20 members on their registration from to ensure all 
participants are covered by SMB group insurance.  MSSTL teams need to send their respective 
electronic registration form to Fred Bobrowski.  Don also reported that the Senior Slo-pitch 
Provincial playdowns are scheduled for August 30-31, with registration deadline of August 1 
and a reduced fee of $200.  President Newman thanked Don for his presentation. 
 
6) Polar Bear Classic Committee (& Mahnomen) 
Ross MacIver reported that  the Mahnomen Tournament is scheduled for August 14-17 and 
invited all teams to participate in the Tournament.  Ross also indicated that the committee has 
decided to wind down the books on the Polar Bear Classic.  Remaining proceeds 
(approximately $1500) from the Polar Bear Classic will be donated to the MSSTL.  President 
Newman thanked Ross for his presentation and the gracious donation to the MSSTL. 
 
7) Tournament Schedule 
Date Changes:   Little Mountain Tournament, Tuesday & Wednesday, May 17 & 18 
   Steinbach Tournament, Wednesday & Thursday, June 8 & 9 
 
Contact Changes:  Portage Tournament, Don Giercke, 204-857-3358, giercke@mymts.net 
   Dauphin Tournament, Ed Goertzen, 204-648-7324, ed.goertzen@medichair.com 
   Little Mtn Tournament, Sig Schroeder , 837-6168, sig123@mymts.net 

         Gerry Miller,  895-1747 

Changes posted to the website. 
 
8) Umpire Report 
Henry Rosentreter reported that there would be no increase in umpiring fees for the 2016 
season.  Henry  indicated that Wayne Deschouwer, a level 4 certified umpire, had joined the 
umpiring crew, bringing 30 years of experience to the MSSTL.  Henry also indicated that there 
are 14 umpires in the MSSTL crew and that they were all ready to go.  Some minor 
adjustments have been made to the umpiring system, but no clinics were held this year.  
Finally all umpires working Provincial playdowns are registered with SMB.  President Newman 
thanked Henry for his presentation. 
 
Attendees broke for Lunch at 11:45 am. 
 
President Newman recalled the meeting to order at 12:45 pm. 
 

mailto:lmsports@mts.net
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A moment of silence was held for Larry Harding (Lee River), Gerry Howard (Umpire), Brian 
Erhardt (Stealers), Joyce Kendall (Flashbacks), Garry Smith (Flashbacks) and Peter Remple 
(Ichabods). 
 
Old Business 
1) Team Registration 
Fred Bobrowski reported that the SMB Registration forms must be submitted electronically.  
Fred indicated that the forms would be emailed to all MSSTL teams in the next couple of 
weeks.  Registration deadline is June 10 and must be accompanied by a cheque of $150 made 
payable to Softball Manitoba. 
 
2) Winnipeg League Report 
President Newman reported that the schedule will be available in the next week or so and 
posted on the website.  Diamond fees will remain the same as 2015.  Les indicated that the 
Winnipeg League will play three divisions as in the past, with Division 2 teams playing Division 
1 and Division 3 teams.  Les also indicated that the Winnipeg League would again schedule 
games in Steinbach and Portage La Prairie.  Any teams not wanting to travel to Steinbach 
and/or Portage La Prairie for Winnipeg League games need to indicate so in an email to Les 
(lnewman@live.ca).  Weather permitting the season starting date was set for May 9. 
 
3) 50/50 & Bingo Report 
Orest Strzelbicki reported that:  
Goldeyes 50/50 scheduled teams are: Portage (declined), Selkirk, Tri-Clad and West Kildonan 
Bingo scheduled teams are: Flashback Stealers and Flashback 65's 
 
Orest indicated that he would forward the dates to the respective teams as soon as they were 
available (but thought the 50/50 dates would be late August or September). 
 
New Business 
1)  Website 
Fred Spiring circulated copies of the front page of the proposed website 
www.msstl.coffeecup.com and accompanying email address msstleague@gmail.com .   Fred 
asked that teams provide him with team photos that could be included on the website as soon 
as possible.  As well, if desired, contact information can be posted for those teams wishing to 
include this information on the website.  League Schedules, Tournament schedules and Team 
results will be posted to the website. 
 
2) Diamond Usage/Winnipeg Divisions 
Les Newman reported that there would be 4 teams in Division 1, 4 teams in Division 2 and 5 
teams in Division 3.  Division 2 teams will play both Division 1 and Division 3 teams throughout 
the year.  Scheduling will be similar to 2015 with Double headers against the same team being 
the normal. 
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3) Reporting Wins/Losses/Ties 
Winning/Tieing teams are requested to email their results to Al Sharpe (email will be posted 
on the schedule) immediately falling games.  Results will be posted on the website and 
potentially used to assist in seeding teams participating in ALCOA and Provincial Tournaments.  
 
Anything Further For the Good of the League 
1) New Players 
Les Newman reported that two players are looking for teams, they are 
 Doug Simister, 204-257-4505, doug.simister@gmail.com 
 Michael McMullen, 204-223-6104, mcmconsulting@mymts.net 
 
2) Les Newman announced that the 2004-08 Carefree Getaway Flashback team were going to 
be inducted into the Manitoba Softball Hall of Fame.  The Flashbacks will be the first Senior 
Slo-Pitch team inducted into the Manitoba Softball Hall of Fame.  Bravo. 
 
3) Motion to change the timing of the MSSTL Semi Annual General Meeting to the 3rd 
Wednesday in April - Janet Forbes 
Seconded - Al Sharpe,  CARRIED. 
 
4) Don Klym reported that while attending Softball Canada yearly meetings that he routinely 
reports the MSSTL involvement in Slo-pitch activities and these are well accepted among his 
colleagues.  Don also reported that digital photos of the 2015 Provincial Senior Slo-pitch 
Tournament, as well as some past Provincials, were available.  Fred Spiring to follow-up. 
 
5) Dmetro Hnytka reported that South Winnipeg Senior Slow Pitch are going to accept 
registrations from male players under 55 into their House League.  Insurance coverage is not 
impacted, but male under 55 participation in MSSTL, ALCOA, Tournaments and the Provincials 
is not allowed. 
 
6) The Portage Tournament fees may rise to $140 per team. 
 
7) Next MSSTL meeting is scheduled for September 28, 11 am, in Portage La Prairie. 
 
8) Fred Spiring distributed a proposal to move the ALCOA Tournament structure from age 
based groupings to ability based groupings to look more like the Winnipeg League.  The 
proposal (included) detailed structure and format for the 2016 ALCOA games in Brandon.   
Motion to change the ALCOA seeding/grouping to be ability based rather than age based - 
Janet Forbes 
Seconded - Al Sharpe,  CARRIED. 
 
Follow-up input, regarding details, to be solicited over the next four weeks. 
 
Motion for Adjournment by Lorne Colpitts at 1:30 pm 
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Actionables from April 20, 2016 Semi Annual General Meeting 
 
1) Include Financial report and Balance in the Minutes-Donna/Fred S.-April 21/16 
2) Develop a mechanism for reporting Wins/Losses/Ties and including on website-Al 
3) Arrange for digital photos from Don Klym for past Provincial Playdowns-Fred S. 
4) Finalize structure of ALCOA and Provincials Tournaments-Fred S./Les 
5) Revise Tournament schedule and post on the website-Fred S.-April 21/16 
6) Email SMB Registrations to all teams- Fred B. 
7) Team photos emailed to msstleague@gmail.com-All Teams/Fred S. 
8) Confirm Sig Schroeder as incoming Treasurer- Fred B.-April 26/16 
9) Finalize minutes, post on website, email to teams-Fred S./Les-April 26/16 
10) Letter to Steve Bergson from MSSTL?-Les/Fred B. 
11) Email to SMB regarding seeding by Ability rather than age - Fred S. 


